
 
 

COLDSTREAM & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL (CDCC) 
 Thursday 16 March 2023 held in Town Hall. 

 
Alison Campbell (AC) 
Iain Dickson (ID) 
Diana Findlay (DF) 
Wendy Myers (WM) 
Fiona Shepherd (FS) 
Jannette Simm (JS) 
Guy Stephenson (GS) 
Joy Thomson (JT) 
Henry Wallis (HW) 
SBC Councillor John Greenwell (Cllr G) 
SBC Councillor Donald Moffat (Cllr M)  
 
Also in attendance David Berry. 
 
1   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Mary Hemingway, Carrie Bridge, and Colin McGregor. 
 

 
2   NEW HOUSING DEVELOPMENT AT DUNS ROAD 
  
     This discussion has been delayed again to the April Meeting. 
 
3   APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES & DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Minutes for 16th February were proposed for approval by Diana Findlay  and 
seconded by Henry Wallis. There were no declarations of interest. 

 
4   MATTERS ARISING 
 
  Crest 
 
 C/F WM has not heard back from the stonemason – to chase 

New stonemason in Duke Street has been approached along with another 
one based in Edinburgh. 
C/F HW to continue to approach stonemasons include Simon Node if he 
is still living in Coldstream. 
 
 
 



Place planning briefing 
 
C/F WM will prepare an email to the leaders of groups in the town 
promoting the place planning workshop and some posters 
 
Gateway flowers  
 
The annual contribution of £50 has been paid 
 

5 REPORTS FROM SBC – PLANNING 
 
No objections were raised against proposed change to access at the Hawthorns. 
AC to inform SBC that CDCC had no objections to this application (DONE) 
 

6 UPDATE FROM COUNCILLORS 
 
The recent inspection of Berwickshire High School indicates there has been a lot 
of progress and that the school now has a good teaching environment. There 
have been no complaints for a long time and that is big improvement on where 
the school was a few years ago. 
 
Coldstream will be involved in the next round of “Community conversations” 
These are attended by SBC directors, open to all to ask their questions and the 
last sessions led to many of the current SBC budget change proposals. Dates to 
follow but will not be during the school holidays. 
 
The CAT team has announced that there will be pilots in a few areas for local 
people to volunteer to be trained to use speed guns. These individuals may work 
outside their own town and they will be able to report any incidents and to the 
police for follow up. If the pilots are successful, the scheme will be rolled out 
further. Of the 22 speeding tickets issued across the Borders 2 or 3 were for cars 
in Coldstream. 
 
SBC are hoping to attend the April meeting possibly online to discuss Roads and 
Parking. 
 
It is worrying that the NHS in the Borders is forecasting to dramatically overspend 
its budget and is in special measures. 
 

7 PLACE PLANNING 
 
The first Place Planning workshop has been booked for 26th April from 10:00 to 
12:30 am at the Community Centre to include the Primary 6/7 kids from the town. 
Joy, Wendy, Diana and Alison should be available to attend. The next workshop 
should be in the evening to ensure that everyone has an opportunity to attend. 
 

8 POLICE REPORT 
 
Coldstream had 5 reported anti-social behaviour incidents in February but some 
of these were minor issues only and some of the perpetrators no longer live in the 



town. Councillors have had reassurances that the housing team will try and use 
the homeless homes to house families in the future. 
 

9 QUICK UPDATES FROM OTHER GROUPS IN THE TOWN 
 
The Community Centre has introduced a penny/twopenny pole to help fund the 
children’s Christmas presents. The Warm Hub has not been very busy and will 
stop at the end of March. There are a few new events that are being publicised 
now. AGM is scheduled for the 17th April at 7pm and will also be available via 
Zoom. 
 
The British Legion’s Warm Hubs have been quite successful, offering soup and 
hot drinks for anyone who chooses to stay on but will stop in their current form 
when the funding stops. The refurbishment upstairs is very nearly finished. The 
RBLS AGM is on Thursday 30th March at 7pm and Russell Kirk will be retiring at 
this meeting. On Coronation Saturday RBLS will have an Elvis impersonator. 
 
The Community Larder now also stocks pet food and it has received a large 
quantity recently of dry kibble. The larder has seen a large increase in demand. 
The larder team are working with SBC to secure a permanent home which will 
have space for community growing and hope to be able to announce the details 
very soon. 
 
Gateway issued the Spring Community News edition but costs have increased 
and they may need to apply for grant support. It was proposed that £600 be ring-
fenced for Community News by Iain Dickson which was seconded by Guy 
Stephenson. 
 
The visit from Bennecourt is confirmed for 21st to 28th October and the Twinning 
Group are looking for new hosts, especially young families. There will be a civic 
reception and events and visits will be held locally where possible. 
 
The Community Theatre Group is also being revived. 
 
Presenting Coldstream are working on the 2023 civic events. The Installation of 
Coldstreamer is 14th April.  
AC to complete the flag protocol  for the Installation, the Coronation and 
Civic Week and forward to David Shepherd for confirmation. (DONE) 
 
The 1513 Meeting Group is donating £100 to the Old Folk’s Party. 
      

10  CORRESPONDENCE 
 
Coronation Grant 
 
It was proposed by Iain Dickson that CDCC ring-fence £500 of funds for the 
Coronation and this was seconded by Guy Stephenson. 
The School have plans for the Friday. The Community Centre will screen the 
service. The Legion and The Besom have events on Saturday. On Sunday there 
is the Hirsel walk.  



Lady Hume is hoping to host some Coronation celebrations in the walled garden 
with a bouncy castle on the Sunday if that fits in with the town’s plans. A party in 
Home Park had been discussed but there were no formal plans as yet. A further 
meeting of the Coronation planning group will be called urgently to decide what is 
to be done. Any proposals may need to be passed through the Police in advance 
to ensure they are happy with it. 
JT and ID to provide AC with all details required to complete the grant 
application 
 
Victoria Place 
 
Lines were repainted after intervention by John Lamont following a complaint and 
there are now 2 spaces less than before. 
AC to advise SBC that has reduced spaces and ask them to investigate as 
offered in their email of 8th March (DONE) 
 
Townhead 
 
A letter had been received stating that the bollard at the Townhead is no longer 
stopping traffic entering the A697 at this point. It was suggested that a larger 
planter be placed there that would stop traffic but not block disabled access. 
JT will discuss with Gateway about whether the planter outside the church 
could be moved to this position and then discuss with SBC Roads 
department to confirm that is acceptable. 
 

11 TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

The Treasurer had prepared the February position on all three accounts which 
had been circulated. The only payment in that month was to Gateway for the 
flowers. £1,100 now ringfenced from the General Balance for the Coronation and 
Community News. 

 
13   ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS 
 

Community Resilience  
 
Martin Brims and David Guthrie are looking to hand over responsibility for this.  
ID will talk to Martin Brims about what can be organised re community 
resilience going forward. 
 
Secretary vacancy from May AGM 
 
AC to advertise on Facebook that will be vacancy for the secretary position 
on Community Council from the AGM in May 2023 (DONE) 
 
CCTV for play park Facebook post 
 
An adjacent building to the Kelso play park has CCTV that the Police are going 
to access to help identify vandals. There will be no permanent CCTV provided by 



SBC at the Kelso playpark. A mobile CCTV unit is being used in the Borders and 
Coldstream could have use of this if there were a persistent problem at the park. 
Cllr G will circulate the Kelso Community Council minutes when these are 
issued.  
 
The park/walk behind Hillview  
 
This area is a designated walk but has not yet been cleaned up after Storm 
Arwen. Lennel Estate do intend to clear this up soon.  
 
Two seats on the path to the Health Centre 
 
These were removed to create passing places for buggies. Could there possibly 
be a seat put back in that still allowed buggies to pass?  
HW to put a spare seat on the path to the Health Centre. 
The memorial bench outside the church was discussed but no proposals were 
made. 
 
The crossing on the High Street  
 
A resident had enquired whether this could it be replaced with a pelican 
crossing. The Road Safety Team did a detailed assessment before the crossing 
was placed where it currently is and they felt at that time that the current 
arrangement was the safest. It was suggested that this was put to SBC Roads 
Team when they attend our April meeting. 
 
Awards Nominations 
 
This will be discussed at next meeting . This agenda item will not be open to the 
public. 
 

13  NEXT MEETING   20th April at 7pm. Meeting closed at 21:09 pm 
          


